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Welcome to Early Years 

Thank you for considering Thirsk Primary school to provide the early years education and 

care for your child. It is no easy task- sending your child to school for their first day and we 

really do understand all the different emotions that are attached to this moment! With this 

in mind, we work very hard to build trusting and communicative relationships with all our 

parents, as well as the children.  

At Thirsk Community Primary School we take the Early Years very seriously, recognising this 

crucial stage of development when the foundation for all future learning is being set. We 

endeavour to provide only the best professionals to work with you and your child.  

 

Class Teacher 

Mrs Wall is the Early Years teacher. She is very passionate about teaching in the Early Years 

and has worked with young children for over twenty years. Mrs Wall holds two degrees, one 

relating to the science aspect of early childhood development, and one regarding quality 

early years teaching. Mrs Wall has Qualified Teacher Status, but also has an additional 

qualification called Early Years Professional Status- this reflects her knowledge and expertise 

of working with young children. Furthermore, she is an Early Years Lead teacher for North 

Yorkshire County Council, providing support and advice for all Early Years settings.  

Level Three Childcare and Development Teaching Assistants 

We also have the most amazing team in Early Years, Miss O’Brien and Miss Wood. Both 

these ladies hold a level three qualification in early childhood education and care. They too 

have many years’ experience of working with young children and are both parents to young 

children themselves. 

The Early Years team will want to get to know you and your child really well, so that they 

can ensure your child is happy, and feels safe and secure at school. Mrs Wall often refers to 

the Nursery class and the adults in it as ‘our school family’. This is because it is very 

important to us that your child feels a sense of belonging and part of school community. We 

know that when children feel this way, and when the parent- teacher relationship is strong, 

we can support learning and help your child develop to their full potential.  

Miss O’Brien                                                 Mrs Wall                                  Miss Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tapestry 

One of the ways in which we build a communicative relationship with parents is by using our 

online journal Tapestry. This is a sharing tool between school and home. The Early Years 

team can send pictures and observations to your phone so that you can see what your child 

is learning at school. We actively encourage you to send us things as well!  

We also use Tapestry to send you weekly news and reminders about special events. 

 

Singing and Reading 

We take singing and storytelling very seriously, as we know that this will make children good 

and confident readers as they move up school. Every child in Early Years is signed up to 

Thirsk Library- who run a pop-up events in the classroom every half term. All of our children 

bring books home from the Library, as well as from school. Nursery children also visit the 

Library once a half term. We know that it is really important to inspire a love of books in the 

Early Years, so that your child wants to become a reader. Your child will bring home a new 

story that they have chosen from class for you to share at home. Both Nursery and 

Reception children will be given a Reading Record for you to fill in at home. Story books will 

be changed in the class when we have seen that the book has been shared. We kickstart this 

in September with our ‘Bedtime Story Morning’, where our teaching focuses on the 

importance of sharing a bedtime story every night. 

 

Reception Reading 

As well as a story book, our Reception children will receive a reading book matched to their 

phonic level starting from their second week of school in September. At Thirsk Community 

Primary School, we use, ‘Everybody, Every night’ as our approach to reading.  The 

expectation is that an adult at home will listen to their child read every night and complete 

the Reading Record to show this. Reading Records are checked daily by a member of the 

Reading Team, a group of people who monitor records and read with our children across 

the school. 

 

Singing- Rhyme Time 

We sing every day! We learn a new rhyme every week and practice it until children know it 

off by heart. Learning songs helps teach about rhythm and rhyme, helping children to 

actively tune into speech and sound patterns. This is the first stage of becoming a reader 

and writer! We always link our songs to our theme or topic, so that the children can make 

links across their learning. Our younger children also learn a lot of Number through rhymes 

and action songs. 

 



Reading – Text Detective 

The favourite part of the day for our children is usually story time. We have Text Detective 

time every day. Sometimes we focus on one book for a whole week, other times we may 

choose to do one book a day- it really depends on the learning objective and the book. We 

support children in ‘unpicking’ the text, asking open ended questions and explaining the 

meaning of vocabulary.  We choose stories that match our theme or topic, stories that are 

fun, engaging, and that the children can join in with! During Text Detective we have focused 

Wow Words, these are words that are taken directly from the text, or words that are related 

to our theme or topic. These words are then threaded throughout our provision, to enable 

the adults to use them in meaningful interaction with the children. An example from Winter 

includes using the Wow Word ‘Transform’ alongside the ice related experiments we had 

going on in the classroom! 

 

Phonics 

Letter and Sounds 

Letters and Sounds is a systematic programme produced by the Department for Education. 

The programme aims to build children's speaking and listening skills, as well as to prepare 

children for learning to read by developing their phonic knowledge and skills. In particular, 

the programme supports linking sounds and letters in the order in which they occur in 

words, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet in relation to the frequency they 

appear in our written and spoken language. The programme is also grounded in speech 

sound development, ensuring that children are being taught what is developmentally 

appropriate. In Letters and Sounds there are six overlapping phases, these begin in Nursery 

with the aim that children are fluent and confident readers by the end of Year 2.  

At Thirsk Community Primary we deliver Letters and Sounds through the McKie Mastery 

teaching model. This means that children are grouped and taught to their next steps. Our 

teaching does not focus on what the children already know, it targets what they need to 

know next! As a result, our children make accelerated reading progress. 

Phonics teaching and learning is very active and interactive in for our youngest children, we 

make it hands on and practical whenever we can because we know that young children 

learn by doing. The early priority is good listening and attention skills, once these are strong 

children are ready for a more formal approach to phonics. Nursery  

Phase One (Typically Nursery) Activities are divided into seven aspects, including 

environmental sounds, instrumental sounds, body sounds, rhythm and rhyme, alliteration, 

voice sounds and finally oral blending and segmenting. 

Phase Two (Typically Nursery/ Reception) Learning 19 letters of the alphabet and one sound 

for each. Blending sounds together to make words. Segmenting words into their separate 

sounds. Beginning to read simple captions. 



Phase Three (Typically Reception) The remaining 7 letters of the alphabet, one sound for 

each. Graphemes such as ch, oo, th representing the remaining phonemes not covered by 

single letters. Reading captions, sentences and questions. On completion of this phase, 

children will have learnt the "simple code", i.e. one grapheme for each phoneme in the 

English language. 

Phase Four (Typically Reception) No new grapheme-phoneme correspondences are taught 

in this phase. Children learn to blend and segment longer words with adjacent consonants, 

e.g. swim, clap, jump. 

 

Play Based Curriculum 

Like all other Early Years providers, we follow the Foundation Stage Curriculum. We use 

observation to plan and resource an environment and activities to meet individual needs. 

These are shared with you on Tapestry, and also in paper Learning Journals. Our approach 

really values what is termed as the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’. This means we 

provide opportunities for children to engage in open ended activities and explore using all 

their senses. Within this we encourage the children to take risks and build resilience. By the 

time our children begin their Key Stage One, they are independent thinkers who are willing 

to have a go at anything!  

The curriculum is spilt into seven areas of learning. These areas are then divided into Prime 

and Specific areas. In Nursery the Prime Areas are the ‘bread and butter’ of everything we 

do. These areas are Communication and Language, Personal and Social, and Physical 

Development.  The Early Years team work to ensure these Prime Areas are secure, 

assessments for these areas will inform the first parents meeting you have with Mrs Wall- at 

the end of the first half term. 

The remaining areas are Reading, Writing, Mathematics, Knowledge and Understanding of 

the World and Creative Development.  As children grow older, or as it becomes 

developmentally appropriate, a greater focus is put on the Specific areas of the curriculum, 

these being Reading, Writing and Mathematics.  There is a broad and balanced approach to 

what is offered to the children daily, our everyday provision reflects the needs, interest, and 

talents of all our children. The way in which the adults work with, and plan for, the children 

ensures that they receive a tailored learning experience. The routine timetables overleaf 

demonstrate how your Nursery or Reception child will be spending their time. 

The detailed planning for the Core Provisions upholds the Development Matters section of 

the Early Years Foundation Stage, this means that all the developmental milestones that 

children should achieve are planned for. The carefully planned provision coupled with our 

regular assessment and weekly/ termly planning- ensures that every child has learning 

opportunities for them as an individual. Our team are ready to give the gentle and 

supportive environment to ensure your child reaches their potential. 

 



Early Years Routine 

Time Nursery Reception 

8.40 am  Session begins 

Sign in 

9.00 am  AM Session begins 

Phonics group 1a 

 

Phonics group 2 

Phonics group 3 

9. 30 am Outside open 

Free Flow indoors/ outdoors 

 

Theme Core Provision Planning (Topic) 

linked to Objective Led Next Steps 

Planning. 

TAPESTRY COEL/LEUVEN/ EYFS 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES- ALL AREAS 

Outside open 

Free flow indoors/ outdoors 

 

Theme Core Provision Planning (Topic) 

linked to Objective Led Next Steps 

Planning. 

TAPESTRY COEL/LEUVEN/ EYFS LEARNING 

OBJECTIVES- ALL AREAS 

10.45 am Text Detective 

Mixed N and R Group 

 

Text Detective 

Mixed N and R Group 

 

 

11.15 am Circle Time 

Rhyme Time/ Core Power Review/ 

Golden Rules/ Speaking and Listening 

Games/ Plan, Do and Review/ Show 

and Tell/ Reflection/ Reading Chart/ 

Super Friend Certificates 

 

Circle Time 

Rhyme Time/ Core Power Review/ 

Golden Rules/ Speaking and Listening 

Games/ Plan, Do and Review/ Show 

and Tell/ / Reflection/ Reading Chart/ 

Super Friend Certificates 

 

11.30 am Lunch Lunch 

12.00 AM Nursery Home 

PM Nursery Session Begins 

 

Circle Time 

Rhyme Time/ Core Power Review/ 

Golden Rules/ Speaking and Listening 

Games/ Plan, Do and Review/ Show 

and Tell/ Reflection 

 

Lunch 

12. 30pm N outside Mathematics Group 1 

Mathematics Group 2 

1.00pm  Outside open 

Free Flow indoors/ outdoors 

 

Theme Core Provision Planning (Topic) 

linked to Objective Led Next Steps 

Planning. 

TAPESTRY COEL/LEUVEN/ EYFS 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES- ALL AREAS 

Outside open 

Free Flow indoors/ outdoors 

 

Theme Core Provision Planning (Topic) 

linked to Objective Led Next Steps 

Planning. 

TAPESTRY COEL/LEUVEN/ EYFS LEARNING 

OBJECTIVES- ALL AREAS 

1.45pm Phonics group 1b 

 

Paired Reading 

Phonics group 2 

Phonics group 3 

2.00 pm Free Flow Indoors 

Intervention groups 

Free Flow Indoors 

Intervention groups 

2.40 pm Text Detective 

Nursery 

Topic Teaching 

3.00 pm Nursery Home  

3.15 pm  Reception Home 



Core Powers 

At Thirsk Primary School we teach ‘Core Powers’, throughout the school. The Core Powers 

are: Active Listening, Everyone Engaged, Teach and Support, Explain and Elaborate and Job 

Done. Each of these refer to a learning behaviour that children need to gain to have a 

mastery learning disposition, ie they give the children the skills they need to be good 

learners. In Early Years we use a reward system based on these. The rewards are varied, 

from playing musical bumps, to ten minutes of Alphablocks on the big screen! We also send 

home certificates, so keep an eye on book bags for these! 

 

Super Friend 

In the Early Years Personal, Social and Emotional development is a crucial area of learning. A 

lot of what the team do is to support this. The most popular is Super Friend – a reward 

system for caring behaviour. When a child has shown this, they are awarded the Super 

Friend cape and a certificate. The child gets to wear the cape for thirty minutes and we 

actively encourage everyone to congratulate them. At the review session at the end of each 

part of the day, we discus who has shown Super Friend behaviour. These behaviours 

include: comforting someone if they are upset, sharing and taking turns, working as a team, 

being careful and respectful of property and being polite. 

 

Parents as Partners 

We can only provide the best environment for your child when we work together. You will 

always be the child’s first and most enduring educator, we know that a strong partnership 

with you leads to better outcomes in regards attainment, but also makes happy children. 

We have an ‘open door’ policy and will always work to establish and maintain an honest and 

trusting relationship with you. There is no problem we cannot overcome together! Our main 

source of contact is Tapestry, so please check this regularly. You can also contact Mrs Wall 

directly on this.  

We will be offering various Parent Workshops throughout the year. These are times when 

you are invited into the class to see how and what your children are taught. We are also 

planning on sharing teaching videos on Tapestry, with just the adults, demonstrating how 

we teach.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Everyday Essentials 

Early Years children play outside every day, they have a legal requirement to it. So, come 

rain or shine- the children have the option to be outdoors. We have a lot of hands on 

experiences outside, including a digging pit, mud kitchen, sensory garden and big water 

play. They do get very messy! We do provide all-in-ones, but it is a requirement that your 

child has a named pair wellies that are kept at school. We also recommend a waterproof 

coat! We also suggest that a small bag with spare clothes is kept on their peg for the term. 

We will send it home if clothes from it have been used.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we send books and reading records home, we also suggest buying a book bag from the 

School office. Whilst in Nursery your child does not have to wear the school uniform, but 

most choose to. Reception children are required to wear uniform, considering how messy 

our children can get, there are many places where similar clothing to the official uniform can 

be purchased. If you would like an official jumper or cardigan, these can be ordered from 

the office. PLEASE NAME ALL CLOTHING!! 

 

Nursery Lunches 

Every Nursery child who attends a morning session, our older Nursery children, will have 

lunch at Nursery. It is important that our young children are taught about healthy eating and 

a healthy lifestyle, which is why the Early Year staff are a part of lunch time. It is also a time 

where independent behaviour is really encouraged. We require a packed lunch to be sent 

with our morning/ all day children Nursery children.  

As we begin 2021 Nursery lunch time provision will be expanded with the arrival of our new 

starters. 

Reception Lunches 

 

Sessions 

The 30 hour funding and 15 hour AM sessions are offered to children who become 

Reception the next academic year. We offer PM sessions for the younger children, who will 

do more than one academic year in Nursery. There is no top up to be paid for either 

funding. You might also qualify for extra sessions if Pupil Premium funding is applicable. 



 

Breakfast and After School Club 

There is a breakfast and after school club available for all children from 3- 11 years old. You 

will need to speak to a member of office staff to book into this. 

 

Transition 

Transition to school can be a big challenge for our young children, even if they have 

attended a different setting previously. We work really hard to ensure that every child is 

eager to come to school and feels happy and secure, but we need your support in doing this. 

Due to Covid 19, we have not being able to offer the settling in sessions and the home visits. 

But rest assured your children will still receive a transition period, where dates and times 

are staggered to allow the team to work with smaller groups whilst the children settle in.  

If your child is new to Nursery or to Reception at our school, you will find a transition pack 

included with this. The pack has a short home assessment for you to complete about your 

child’s development, and a book for you to fill in about what your child likes and dislikes. It 

also includes a little book about Mrs Wall- which you can share with your child on the run up 

to starting school. Finally, there is a Tapestry sign up letter that must be completed and 

returned to school by MONDAY 6TH JULY. Tapestry will enable contact between you and Mrs 

Wall – which will be essential on the run up to September and in September. 

 

Thank You 

Thank you for taking the time to read this booklet.  

If you have any questions please contact the school office on 01845 534349 or email Mrs 

Wall direct on g.wall@thirsk-pri.n-yorks.sch.uk 

We hope to meet you soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


