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Author of the Term 

Peter Bunzl 
Peter was born and grew up in London. 

He loved comics like the Beano and the Dandy and made his own 
comic books as a child. 

Before he was an author, he was an animator. 
His short films have won awards and so has his book Cogheart! 

His favourite authors include: Roald Dahl, Joan Aiken, Terry 
Pratchett, Eva Ibbotson, Ursula Le Guin and Douglas Adams. 

His favourite films are: Star  
 Wars, The Wizard of Oz, Watership Down, Disney animated movies, 

Kiki’s Delivery Service. 

If you like Cressida Cowell, Neil Gaiman, Helena Duggan, Ross 

MacKenzie or Sophie Anderson- you will love Peter Bunzl 😊 

Available in our school library. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Book Reboot! 

The new school year brings changes to our approach to reading in relation to 
‘reading books’- the books that are coloured banded. To build on our 
excellent practice and the great reading attainment from the children, and to 
move forward with reading for pleasure, book bands have been retired. 

Children in Reception and Year One no longer work to ‘colours’, but to Phases 
of Phonics. These children will continue to bring home a ‘reading book’ set by 
their class teacher which is aligned to their Phonic Phase. They will also choose 
a picture book from the school library to bring home as their bedtime book. 
This practice was implemented last school year and will continue this year. 

Children in Year 2 and Year 3 now have a Mini Library in class to choose a 
book from, replacing the book banded books. These books have been 
carefully selected to match the expected level of reading for these year 
groups. The books in the Mini Library will be changed each term. These Mini 
Library books are essentially becoming their ‘reading book’, but importantly 
they are ‘proper books’ which the children, not the teacher, choose. Year 2 
and 3 children will still access the school library to lend a picture book, which 
you may choose to use as their bedtime book. 

Children in Year 4, 5 and 6 will be using the school library to choose their 
book.  

In short, for Year 2- 6 children, the books chosen from the class Mini Library, or 
the main school library, are their ‘reading’ book.  

Year R, 1, 2 and 3 children will be bringing home two books, a ‘reading’ book 
and a bedtime book. 

Year 4, 5 and 6 will be bringing one book home. 

We are hoping this change will lead to an increase of ‘reading for pleasure’, as 
research indicates this is hampered by book banded books. 

The same practice with these books applies, children need to continue to read 
each day to an adult at home for 10- 20 minutes and this needs to be noted 
in their reading record. When a child in Yr 4, 5 or 6 has finished their book, 
they can use time from their hour lunch break to go to the library and choose 
a new one.  

Finally, a HUGE thank you to the PTA who funded the books for the new 
Year 2 and 3 class Mini Libraries. The books are beautiful, and we cannot wait 
to share them with the children. 

  



Every Body Every Night   
A friendly reminder of the Reading Expectation at our school. Our expectation is that 
children read every night with an adult at home; we call this ‘Every Body Every Night’.  
Reading records are checked daily in the classroom. If children have not read at home, this 
lost reading time must be caught up in school hours. This begins with our very youngest 
children in Nursery, who are encouraged to share a bedtime story every night at home, this 
then progresses to Reception and beyond where children read their school reading book for 
5 – 10 minutes each night. If you have any questions regarding this, then please contact Mrs 
Wall, our reading lead, at g.wall@thirsk–pri.nyorks.sch.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Reading Team  
A big welcome to two new reading team volunteers Donna Bowman and Margaret 
Knowles, and a huge thank you to Rose Dickinson, Lucy Minican and Kate Mountford who 
continue to support our children in this role.  

mailto:g.wall@thirsk–pri.nyorks.sch.uk


 


